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Transom — horizontal window above a 
window or doorway 


Veranda or verandah — covered porch 
Vernacular — buildings in which an 
architectural style has been adapted to 
local materials and climactic conditions 


Vermiculated — worm like in decoration 


Voussoirs -— wedge-shaped pieces 
forming an arch or vault 


WESTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


The Weston Historical Society promotes a 
respect for community roots and heritage. 


We conduct historical walks, cemetery 
tours, house tours, give oral and visual 
presentations, and maintain a display in 
the library. 


We have published a Pictorial History of 
Weston, Memories of Weston - a 
collection of stories by local residents and 
republished a commemorative souvenir 
book of the high school (1857-1907). 


We have five membership meetings each 
year: they are held on the first 
Wednesday in February, April, June, 
October and December. All are welcome. 


Visit our office in “Eagle Manor” at the 
NE corner of Weston Road and 
Lawrence Avenue: 
1901 Weston Road, Unit F 
Weston, Ontario M9N 3P1 


westonhistoricalsociety@rogers.com 


We are indebted to 
HERITAGE TORONTO 
for their support. 


WESTON’S 3"? RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE 
WALKING TOUR 


Presented by The Weston Historical Society — September 10, 2016 
In cooperation with Heritage Toronto Updated 2019 


The growth of Weston from a small 
hamlet in the early 1800s can be 
attributed initially to the mills on the 
Humber River and later to the arrival of 
the railway (1856/1859). By the end of 
World War Il, Weston was the 
commercial hub for the area northwest 
of Toronto. 


This self-guided walking tour will 
introduce more residential architecture 
in present day Weston. Although we’ve 
identified certain styles, homes very 
rarely exhibit a “true” style; they are 
usually variations of one or more styles. 


Weston was not built as a subdivision: it 
was more like a house at a time. Even 
when original estates or farms were 
broken up into lots and streets, one of 
the things that sets Weston apart is the 
variety of houses that were built. 


Architects or builders featured in this 
walk include William Tyrrell, Alonzo 
Wheeler, James A. Ellis, Henry Giles 
and Peter Lindsay. 


COMMENCE THIS WALK ON KING 
STREET AT THE WESTON PUBLIC 
LIBRARY. 


Photo Credit: Dave Bennett 


(1) 2 King St, Weston Public Library 
Built: 1914 


Architect: Peter Lindsay 
Style: Arts & Crafts 

Financed by a $10,000 grant from the 
Carnegie Corporation the Weston 
Public library displays the restrained 
ornamentation that is characteristic of 
the Arts and Crafts style. Using 
creative brickwork throughout the 
building the style relies on the colour 
and texture of the brick for added 
interest. Unique to libraries of Ontario, 
the Art Nouveau Italian mosaic tiles 
emphasize the entrance and the 
wonderful stained glass windows. 
Topped by chimneys that reflect the 
arches in the windows, the hip roof 
ends with very deep eaves. 


Weston’s library is a designated 
heritage building that celebrated its 
100" anniversary in 2014. 


WALK EAST ON KING STREET TO 
THE NORTH EAST CORNER OF 
KING AND GEORGE STREETS. 


(18) Weston Manhole Cover 
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A small but enduring piece of Weston’s 
history can be found right under your 
feet. Harkening back to a time when 
Weston was a town on its own and had 
its own water works system this manhole 
cover is one of four that still survive 
today. 


CONTINUE ON JOHN STREET TO 
THE NEW BRIDGE. CROSS THE 
BRIDGE AND NOTE... 


(19) John Street Bridge 
Built: 2016 


Architect: DTAH 
Style: Twin Arch 


Beo = peer ae 
Preserving the pedestrian connectivity 
between Weston’s residential community 
and its Main Street this bridge was built 
when John Street was closed to allow for 


the new UP Express. Depicting 
oversized bicycle spokes it 
commemorates Weston’s CCM history 
in a very modern way. 


THE WALK IS NOW CONCLUDED. 
TO RETURN TO WESTON ROAD 
CONTINUE ON JOHN STREET. 


Architectural Terms & References 


Art Nouveau - a style of decorative art, 
architecture, and design popular from 
about 1890 until World War | 


Bay —- can be a projection or just a 
segment of a building 


Bellcast — a curved profile that flares 
out at the bottom, such as a lower pitch 
at the bottom of a roof slope 


Cantilevered — a rigid structural item 
that projects well beyond the vertical 
support 


Capital — the uppermost finish of a 
column 


Corbelled —brick that projects to carry 
the weight of a row of bricks 


Cornice — the uppermost section of 
mouldings along the top of a wall or just 
below a roof 


Dormer — a vertical window box that 
projects from a sloping roof and has its 
own roof 


Finial — any ornament added to a 
gable, pinnacle or other decoration 


WALK NORTHWARD ON 
ROSEMOUNT AVENUE UNTIL YOU 
COME TO... 


(4) 130 Rosemount Avenue 
Built: Circa 1865 


Style: Ontario Gothic Cottage 
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Built close to the ground this beautiful 
house has the necessary riverstone 
foundation to keep the masonry away 
from the soil. 


It has the quintessential round-headed 
window breaking up the standard gable 
roof. Emphasizing the steeply pointed 
gothic peak the window becomes even 
more pronounced when flanked by the 
working shutters done in contrasting 
green. There is a lovely transom over 
the original front door. The wide 
verandah with slightly tapered columns 
and shed roof is a tradition of this style 
and reminiscent of a time when families 
sat on the front porch and watched the 
world go by. 


CROSS THE STREET AND WALK 
NORTH ON ROSEMOUNT AVE. 
UNTIL YOU COME TO... 


(5) 135 Rosemount Ave. 
Built: 1906 


Style: Queen Anne Revival — 


This house combines the asymmetrical 
hanging parapet with a segmental 
window, tall stepped, corbelled 
chimneys and the side shingled gable 
with a variety of window shapes and 
sizes. Although not heavily decorated 
as Queen Anne houses often are, the 
house still has many details that should 
not go unnoticed. 


The verandah has geometric railings to 
accent the simple columns that are in 
turn given extra colour by the use of 
stone and brick. There is a lovely 
cornice over the polygonal bay (that 
goes all the way down to the basement) 
which stands on top of the riverstone 
foundation. 


The Queen Anne style was popular near 
the end of the Victorian era. It is 
believed that the style name came from 
a group of 19" century architects led by 
English architect Richard Norman Shaw. 


Charlton. The entry to his waiting 
room/surgery is apparent on the 
northeast corner. The attractive porch 
roof is supported by unique decorative 
brackets. 


WALK SOUTH ON ROSEMOUNT 
AVENUE TO THE DRIVEWAY 
BETWEEN 79 & 87 ROSEMOUNT AVE. 


(14) 75A & 79A William Street 
Built: Circa 1910 


Style: Barn 
Adaptive Reuse 


Taking a quick look you could be 
deceived as to the beginnings of this 
building. 


Owned by the Gardhouse family (world 
renowned stockbreeders) to house 
horses it became a car garage and then 
an apartment building. 


Looking closely one can see where the 
original opening to the barn was. The 
peak used to have a loft door but with 
the addition of the balcony and full sized 
door it is now all part of the new usage. 


CONTINUE ON ROSEMOUNT. TURN 
EAST (LEFT) ON WILLIAM STREET 
AND CROSS THE STREET AT... 


(15) 3 William Street 
Built: 1922 


Style: Arts and Crafts 


This two-storey home is emblematic of 
Arts and Crafts functional architecture 
using the natural elements of the 
building materials and inner 
construction to emphasize detail rather 
than paint and ornamentation. 


This craftsman style has a broad, low 
pitched roof, deep overhanging eaves 
and a large front dormer. The 
expansive porch with its solid brick 
pillars emphasizes the low ground 
hugging profile. The windows vary from 
large three over one type to the 
beautiful oriel one on the side to the tiny 
basic ones. 


The half timbering in the peak is more 
typical of the Tudor revival style but is 
seen in many Arts and Crafts homes. 


LOOKIING ACROSS THE STREET 
TO... 


8) 124 Rosemount Avenue 
Built: 1907 
Style: Edwardian Classicism 
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This house is a splendid example of 
Edwardian Classicism. With its shingled 
front gable, large porch with columns on 
brick piers, side bay and gable it displays 
all the characteristics of this style. It has 
a simple and dignified yet substantial 
presence. Adding to the charm is the 
intriguing brickwork on the chimney and 
the small leaded glass windows. 


WALK SOUTH (LEFT) ON 
ROSEMOUNT AVENUE UNTIL YOU 
REACH... 


(9) 117 Rosemount Avenue 
Built: 1902 


Style: Richardson Romanesque 
This house has signature Romanesque 
features that save it from being too 
ponderous by topping it off with a few 
lighter aspects of the Queen Anne style. 


(The blend of these two forms in 
Toronto became known as the Annex 
style.) 


Built for lawyer H.E. Irwin, K.C., this 
house has a riverstone foundation and a 
fairly conventional roofline for the 
Romanesque style but a good number of 
projections still abound. 


The string courses, beautifully arched 
windows and curved hood moulds 
present us with eye-catching decorative 
details that also served to divert water 
during bad weather. 
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Arches are a standard in the 
Romanesque style whether they are 
round or elliptical. The original leaded 
glass windows have been replaced by 
faux ones but the arches and detailed 
pilasters of the windows have been 
maintained. The fish scale shingles in 
the pediment gable add more interest 
still. 


CONTINUE SOUTH ON ROSEMOUNT 
LOOKING AT... 


(2) 36 & 38 King Street 
Built: circa 1860 & 1867 


Style: Unknown 
Adaptive Reuse 


Encased in stucco 36 and 38 King Street 
show few signs of what they once were. 
Even the central peak in one of them is 
new. Upon closer inspection it can be 
seen that they are of an age that makes 
them over 156 years old and 149 years 
old, respectively. 


Possibly of a Georgian form the main 
hint one can get from their age is from 
the windows. They are tall and slim 
which hints of a Gothic or Victorian 
nature. The transom above the front 
door and the deep eaves are other signs 
of their ages. 


36 King Street was once owned by 
William May, proprietor of a lumber mill 
at Elm Park. 38 King Street became the 
manse for the Presbyterian Church on 
Cross Street. Both buildings have been 
totally adapted, 36 to an apartment 
building and 38 to an office building. 


CONTINUE EASTWARD ON KING 
STREET TO THE NORTH WEST 
CORNER OF KING AND 
ROSEMOUNT AVENUE. 


(3) 56 King Street 

Built: Circa 1855 
Builder: Rowland Burr 
Style: Late Georgian Vernacular 
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This simple house was built as a single 
family dwelling by Rowland Burr, father- 
in-law to William Tyrrell. 


It is a fine example of a Georgian brick 
house form with the ubiquitous central 
Ontario gable. The original facade was 
totally symmetrical with a window over 
the front entrance. The stately building 
is made more imposing by sitting on a 
high riverstone foundation. The arch 
radiating voussoirs and single, round- 
headed window (west side) add 
interesting detail. 


It became a private boys’ school about 
1866. The school moved to Port Hope in 
1871 and was renamed Trinity College 
School where it still operates today. 


Fish scale shingles — scalloped in 
appearance; patterned with regular 
overlapping of tiles or shingles 


Gable — triangular end of a wall above 
the eaves with a peak roof 


Gable roof — a roof with two sloping 
sides and a gable at each end 


Gambrel roof — has a steeper, lower 
slope and gentler slope toward the top 


Gingerbread - a nick name for 
decorative woodwork of the Victorian era 


Half _timbering - decorative timber 
planks with plaster between 


Hanging parapet — a free standing 
portion of a wall that projects above a 


roof 


Hip roof — a roof that slopes upward on 
all 4 sides 


Hood molds — a projecting molding 
found over doors, windows or archways; 
used to direct rain away from the opening 


Keystone — centre stone of a masonry 
arch 


Lintel — horizontal support at top of door 
or window 


Mansard roof — one with double slopes, 
upper is flat or very low pitch, lower one 
is nearly vertical on all 4 sides 


Manse — the home used by a minister 
but owned by the church 


Oriel window -— a rounded or 
multisided bay window that projects 
from the building above ground level 


Pediment - low pitched gable, 
triangular in shape, used above doors, 
windows, sloping roof, or gable ends 


Pilaster — shallow, rectangular 
projection from a wall, primarily 
decorative 


Piers — pillars that only go up halfway 


Polychromatic brickwork — brickwork 
using 2 or more colours 


Polygonal bay window — a many 
sided protruding window construction 


Porch - like a verandah but smaller 


Quoin — protruding stone or brick in 
contrasting colour that accentuates an 
exterior corner 


Reverse or return eave — an eave that 
continues at right angles across an 
adjacent wall surface, such as around a 
corner 


Scallops - Gothic decoration of 
repeated curves 


Segmental window — a gently arched 
window 


Shed _ roof — a roof with only one 
direction 


String course — projecting course 
running horizontally around a building’s 
exterior 


WALK SOUTH ON ROSEMOUNT AND 
TURN LEFT AT THE CORNER OF 
KING STREET AND ROSEMOUNT. 


(6) 64 King Street 
Built: 1858 


Architect: Wm. Tyrrell 
Style: Late Georgian Vernacular 


64 King demonstrates how fine Neo- 
Classical, Italianate, and Gothic Revival 
details can be grafted onto a standard 
Georgian form. The front porch has 
been restored to its original glory. 


Note the hip roof, elaborate 
polychromatic corbelled_ chimneys, and 
slab lintels over the windows. The 
decorative brackets enhancing the 
cornice and the new bellcast porch roof 
give the house an Italianate touch, as 
does the small round headed window. 
The other windows are new but have 
maintained the six over six configuration. 


This house has been designated under 
the Heritage Structure Act. 


CROSS THE STREET TO... 


(7) 65 King Street 
Built: Circa 1883 


Architect: Alonzo Wheeler 
Style: Second Empire 


The most notable feature of this house is 
its mansard roof with its  belicast 
silhouette and multicoloured slate 
shingles. The intricate square headed 
hood moulds on the upper storey 
window dormers add more detail to this 
ornate style, as does the decorative 
brickwork above the basement windows 
and below the roofline. 


The bow front projection emphasizes the 
four large front windows while the two 
porches add more to the asymmetrical 
look. 


Both porches have shed type roofs but 
with a slight bellcast look with return 
eaves adding to the effect. Simple 
columns topped with equally simple 
capitals and sitting on the same kind of 
base compliment all the many details in 
this marvellously preserved house. 


PROCEED WEST TO THE CORNER 
OF ROSEMOUNT AND KING STREET 


WALK BACK TO ROSEMOUNT AND 
CROSS THE STREET TO... 


(16) 66 Rosemount Avenue 
Built: 1846 


Style: Ontario Regency Cottage 


This Ontario Regency Cottage is a one 
storey, ground hugging home with a low 
hip _ roof. The large dramatic bay 
windows have radiating voussoirs each 
with a very noticeable vermiculated 
keystone and are crowned with a 
prominent cornice. They flank the porch 
which also sports a hip roof held up by 
two plane columns with square capitals 
and bases. 


The buff brick quoins at each edge of the 
bays are a single brick thick while the 
ones on the corners of the house are 
three bricks apart. These and the 
contrasting buff brickwork under the 
eaves reflect decorative features found 
on many Ontario Gothic Cottages. 


TURN AND WALK NORTH ON 
ROSEMOUNT AVENUE TO... 


(17) 78 Rosemount Avenue 
Built: 1914 


Style: Dutch Colonial Revival 


This dignified home bears the most 
distinctive element typical of the Dutch 
Colonial Revival: the steep, double 
pitched gambrel roof that resembles a 
barn in construction. 


Some of the other features borrowed 
from other styles are the simple eave 
cornice, the pediment above the porch, 
piers supporting the double columns of 
the porch and multi-pieced leaded 
panes in the lower storey windows. 


On the second floor the double bay 
windows show six over one glass, set 
into the front section of the gambrel 
roof. Two more small details — namely 
the interesting /intels and the small front 
window. 


CONTINUE ON ROSEMOUNT TO 
JOHN STREET. TURN LEFT AND 
WALK WEST. PLEASE TAKE 
NOTE..... 


(10) 110 Rosemount Avenue 
Built: Circa 1907 
Style: Carpenter Gothic 


This eclectic house earns the style 
Carpenter Gothic because of all the 
wood trim, from the scallops and finials 
over the windows to the gingerbread of 
the front porch. The tall narrow windows 
reveal its Gothic origins. 


The cantilevered straight bay over the 
three sided bay is very unusual while the 
return eaves can be found on many 
Gothic style homes. 


The large gable roof peaks are kept plain 
but the mansard roof of the front porch 
has fish_ scale shingles. Adding to the 
beauty of the overall picture is the lovely 
stained glass and leaded windows in the 
front. 


CONTINUE ON ROSEMOUNT AVE. TO 
THE NEXT HOUSE... 


(11) 106 Rosemount Avenue 
Built: 1904 
Style: Victorian 
This tall and stately two and a half 
storey house is the epitome of the 
Victorian home. 


Solid brick down to its riverstone 
foundation the material is also used to 
direct water away from the building with 
the string courses over the windows 
that continue around the front bay. The 
large front and side gables of the L- 
shaped plan provide extra height and 
give it a towering presence. 


Decorative touches are complete with 
the cut out bargeboard and the fancy 
brickwork in the gable peak. The 
windows are large and still the original 
3 over 1 type with rounded heads and 
multiple voussoirs topping them. 


CONTINUE ON ROSEMOUNT AVE. 
UNTIL YOU REACH... 


(12) 91 Rosemount Avenue 
Built: 1887 
Builder: Henry Giles 
Style: Ontario Gothic Farmhouse 
An almost perfect example of an Ontario 
Gothic Farmhouse this beautiful home 
shows all the expected elements of that 
style. 


From the T-shaped plan to the peak with 
the round headed window to the 
polychromatic brickwork, it quietly 
demonstrates why this was one of the 
most popular styles in Ontario. 


The bold brick pattern running across the 
front of the house was called diaper 
work. Not to be wasteful, when Henry 
Giles built the house, he put the fancy 
brickwork only on the facades that were 
to be seen from the street. 


The sweeping front porch with shed roof 
and tapered columns on piers was a 
pretty example of how the ubiquitous 
design could be individualized. 


CROSS JOHN STREET TO... 


(13) 89 Rosemount Avenue 
Built: 1893 
Architect: James A. Ellis 
Style: Queen Anne Revival 
This large home was originally one of 
the best examples of the decorative, 
eclectic styles of the 19" century. 


The rooflines are very steep in pitch 
with projecting gables; the home bears 
a variety of cladding. The fish-scale 
shingles at the front draw attention to 
the intricate detailing on the small 
balcony and tiny attic vent at the peak. 


There are a number of windows in 
various shapes and sizes, including a 
small, attractive oval window at the 
front. Decorative, semi-circular 
sunburst trim can be seen on the 3" 
storey peak on the south side. 


A brick hood mould is visible on the 
north side (John St.) over a classic 
stained glass arch window. 


A lovely terra-cotta crest introduces 
“Maplehurst” — the home of Dr. William 


